Zone 6 By-Laws – Revised June 2010
PREAMBLE


The Zone Six Athletics Association is set up to plan, supervise and administer the interschool athletic activities of its member schools.  These schools are all of the high schools in Prairie Spirit School Division as well as College Regional Notre Dame and Ecole Communautaire Gilbert-Rosset (St Claude) of the DSFM.


It is recommended that the principles, aims and objectives of the MHSAA be followed as closely as possible.

I. Officers

1. President

2. Secretary

3. Treasurer

II. Terms of Office
1. Elections for each position shall take place every two years, at the first general meeting of the zone.  First general meeting is June of the year previous.  
2. Officers may be elected for an unlimited number of terms

3. Officers may hold two positions.  

III. Meeting of Members
1. Zone meetings shall take place on or as close to as possible the second Tuesday of September, December, March, May and a year end meeting the end of June.

2. Additional meetings may be called by the President if necessary.

3. Meetings shall be rotated throughout the zone and in a predetermined location at the last meeting.

4. A majority of the number of members shall form a quorum for voting purposes.

IV. Responsibilities of Officers
1. President
· shall chair the meetings

· shall carry out motions of the members

· shall correspond with MHSAA

· shall attend the AGM of the zone personnel

· shall cast the deciding vote in the case of a tie

· shall send out the agenda for the upcoming meeting

2. Secretary

· shall record minutes of each meeting

· shall forward copy of minutes of meeting electronically to each member

· shall prepare and deliver an e-mail, mailing, and telephone list of members to each member

3. Treasurer

· shall be responsible for collecting dues, paying bills, and keeping an up to date record of zone monies

· shall present a financial statement at each zone meeting
· shall set up a fee schedule at the fall meeting for sports to be played that year
V. Voting 

1. Each school may have two voting members, one of which must be an administrator at the zone meeting.

2. In the case of a tie vote the President shall cast the deciding vote.

3. There shall be no voting by proxy.

Zone 6

Rules and Regulations
1. Membership – as per MHSAA

2. Age – as per MHSAA

3. Eligibility – as per MHSAA


Note: Exception to the MHSAA eligibility rules can be made at the zone 

meeting previous to the sport in concern.  This is to be discussed and voted upon       
at this meeting.  This is to be done on an individual and yearly basis.
Any school questioning eligibility of a student, they are to communicate their concern to the Zone executive first and then to MHSAA if deemed necessary. 

4. Supervision – Each team must have a teacher supervisor/coach at all zone competitions.

5. Activities
a) Golf

b) Volleyball – Varsity and JV

c) Basketball

d) Curling

e) Cross Country

f) Badminton

g) Fastball

h) Baseball

i) Track and field

1) Each sport shall have a convenor whose responsibilities are scheduling and reporting results to the zone association, communicating to the web site personnel, booking officials for the zone play-offs, booking rooms for the provincial championships (zone champions) in their respective sport, and communicating this information to the qualifying teams.  Track and field is the exception, it is up to individual schools to book their own rooms.  Convenors are to ensure awards are present for the zone championship event.

2) Zone champions shall represent the zone in Provincial Championships.

3) The second place competitor may compete in the Provincials when the first place competitor is unable to attend.

6. Awards 
· Trophies, medallion, ribbons, and/or zone banners shall be presented to the zone champions in each sport.  There must be a minimum of two teams or individuals competing for a banner to be awarded.  For exceptions refer to the specific sport information below.
7. Association Fees
· Fees shall be determined in the spring and will be brought to the fall zone meeting.
· Fees shall be paid by October 1st of the current school year or be levied a $50 fine per month until paid.
8. Referee Fees
· The cost of officials for all zone play-offs will be the responsibility of the Association.

9. Protests

· An arbitration committee shall be set up in the fall to deal with protests or any issues of concern.
· The committee shall be made up of 5 members representing 5 different schools with two alternates.  Schools involved in the protest are not allowed representation on the protest committee – hence, two alternate protest committee members.
· Members will include the zone president and four other schools.
10. Sportsmanship Policy
· Member schools are expected to conduct their relations with each other at all levels of competition in a spirit of good sportsmanship -in keeping with the objective of the MHSAA.
· Each school administration should insist that personnel set good examples of deportment and sportsmanship and to correct those individuals at fault at a time that is convenient, and in a manner adequate for the situation.

· Any unsportsmanlike conduct by a player, manager, or coaching staff may be reported to school based administration and if necessary further to the Zone sport convenor.  Action may result in a suspension determined by the Zone 6 Arbitration Committee.

11. Co-op Schools

-  All co-oping of schools will be according to MHSAA regulations.
Specific Sport Rules and Regulations
I. Golf


-   Registration deadline should be five days before the tournament


-   One team per school maximum in each gender category

-   Four members per team


-   Teams of three or less may enter and be eligible for the individual trophy
-   A knowledgeable adult supervisor for each team (which includes one to four               players) must be provided by the school sending the team


-    Fees as per schedule


-   Trophy for the lowest individual score per gender and banners for top teams for 
     each gender.

-  In the case of a tie for low score, all tied competitors will compete in a play off hole until the tie is broken.

II.  Cross Country
· Five to seven runners per team

· Any other runners compete in the open category

· A banner will not be awarded until further notice

· Categories as per MHSAA

· Entries must be in five days prior to the Zone meet

· Awards to be given to the top three individual finishers in each category.
II. Volleyball
· Zone champions shall be determined in varsity boys’ and girls’ volleyball as well as junior varsity boys and girls where a minimum of two teams are participating

· Team entry deadline will be determined at the fall Zone Meeting

· The top four teams will be eligible for play-offs 

· Varsity Play-offs will be 1st place hosting 4th place, and 2nd hosting 3rd in a one match, sudden death, best of five match.
· Finals are a best of three series between the winning teams.  All matches are best of five.
· If there are 4 or less teams in the league, the last place team may opt out of the playoffs without penalty.

· Tie breaking according to the Volleyball Canada rulebook.

· Junior Varsity is a tournament format determined by the convenor based on the number of entries into the tournament.  The final tournament will allow only Grade 9 and 10 students to participate.
· Banners will be awarded to the championship teams in both JV and varsity categories for each gender

· If teams are using JV players on their varsity teams, the two teams in the varsity finals will be declared as varsity teams.  Any other schools can use junior varsity players in the JV final tournament assuming they played in the JV league throughout the year.  The varsity semi-final must be played prior to the JV final tournament.
· There will be an all-star team selected for varsity level teams.  The convenor is to ensure this occurs under the guidelines of the    Zone 6 administration.
III. Basketball
· Zone champions shall be determined in both varsity boys’ and girls’ categories
· League entry date will be set at December meeting

· The top four teams will be eligible for play-offs 

· Varsity Play-offs will be 1st place hosting 4th place and 2nd hosting 3rd 

· If there are 4 or less teams in the league, the last place team may opt out of the playoffs without penalty.

· Finals are a best of three series between the winning teams 
· MHSAA rules shall be the official rules of the Association with the exception of: the clock will go to running time after the half provided the point spread is 30 points or greater. Further points will not be recorded on the scoreclock unless the point spread becomes less than 30.  The scoresheet remains the official score of the game and all points will be recorded on the scoresheet.  Further if the pointspread becomes less than 30, the game will again become stop time.
· Banners will be awarded to the Championship teams in each category for each gender

· Fouls – Two technical or one flagrant foul on an individual will result in a minimum one game suspension.  Further suspension could arise at discretion of the Zone 6 administration.

IV. Curling
· Zone champions shall be determined in both boys’, girls’, and mixed categories if the number of teams warrant a championship (Note: there is no official MHSAA mixed championship).
· Registration deadline will be set at the December meeting

· One team per school maximum in each gender category

· Maximum five members per team with a minimum of four per team
· As per the MHSAA teams may not start a game with less than four curlers.  If a player cannot continue to play in a particular game he/she can be replaced by an alternate but the alternate must remain playing for the entire game.  In the subsequent games any four players can start.

· Games are 8 ends using time clocks of 60 minutes per team in length with two 60 second time outs per team.

· We will use chess timers provided by our Zone 6 association.  It is the responsibility of the zone curling convenor to ensure timers are in place and people using them are trained appropriately.

V. Badminton



- Zone champions will be declared in boys’ singles, girls’ singles, boys’ 


  doubles, girls’ doubles and mixed doubles



- School teams can have 16 members with two teams in each category for 


   each gender



- Entry deadline into the league will be determined at the March meeting



- The league is a complete round robin tournament 

- Top four teams are automatically in the zone tournament and the next four teams are in a wildcard playoff the Monday on the week of the zone tournament and the top two go to zones.  In wildcard playoff, a round        robin tournament occurs.  The top place finisher goes to the zone championship, and the 2nd and 3rd place play off in a best of three playoff.  For the wildcard playoff, if there are 8 or less competing teams, the bottom place finisher may elect to not compete without penalty.


- The top two teams in each category will represent the zone in Provincials



- Overall banner will be awarded based on the point system used by the 


   MHSAA

-There will be $25.00 fine for “no show” for both league and zone   championship play

VI. Fastball 
· Zone champions will be declared in girls’ fastball 

· The league will be a format set up by the zone convenor

· The top four teams will participate in the Zone tournament at the site predetermined by the Association with the date set at the September meeting
· 1st vs 4th and 2nd vs 3rd in a double elimination tournament

· The games at the zone will be five innings for the preliminary rounds and then seven for the semi-finals and finals
· The Association will be following the MHSAA rules of play

· Banner will be awarded to the Zone tournament winner

· A teacher representative must be present on the bench/in dugout if the coach is not a teacher.

· Changing in the dugout area is not allowed, as per MHSAA.

· If there are 4 or less teams in the league, the last place team may opt out of the playoffs without penalty.

VII. Baseball
· Zone champions will be declared in boys’ baseball

· The league will be a format set up by the zone convenor

· The top four teams will participate in the Zone tournament at the site predetermined by the Association with the date set at the September meeting

· 1st vs 4th and 2nd vs 3rd in a single elimination tournament

· The games at the zone tournament will be seven inning games

· The Association will be following the MHSAA rules

· Banner will be awarded to the Zone tournament winner

· If there are 4 or less teams in the league, the last place team may opt out of the playoffs without penalty.

· A teacher representative must be present on the bench/in dugout if the coach is not a teacher.

· Changing in the dugout area is not allowed, as per MHSAA

VIII. Track and Field
· Zone champions will be declared in all events in the meet

· Each school may send two entries per event per gender and anyone meeting the zone standard at an actual track and field meet.  If three athletes are going to be entered in one event, they all have to have met a Zone 6 qualifying standard.
· Entries deadline will be set at one week prior to the Zone 6 meet.
· Location will be in Brandon at the Canada Games Sportsplex on the date set by availability of the track dates set at the June meeting

· Entries and numbers of events an athlete may enter in is according to MHSAA Milk Provincial Championship. 
· Ribbons will be presented to the first, second and third place finishers

· Top three and anyone meeting provincial standards will advance to the Milk Provincials the second weekend in June

· MHSAA event rules apply to all events 

· Zone banner will be presented for each category for each gender

· The set up people for zone track are rewarded a monetary value for their time (supper out).

Zone 6 Fees-
“A” Schools- $400.00

Zone fees- $100.00
Golf- $20.00 per person

Cross Country- $5.00 per athlete

JV Volleyball – costs divided by number of teams participating at the Zone tournament

Varsity Volleyball- $60.00 per team

Basketball- $75.00 per team

Curling- $60.00 per team

Badminton- $5.00 per player

Fastball- $75.00 per team

Baseball- $75.00 per team
Track and Field- $20.00 per school plus Brandon track cost divided between schools

Please note: Fees are subject to change at the discretion of the Zone 6 executive.
Zone 6 Fines

Teams failing to fulfill their commitment of participation under the Zone 6 Athletic Association jurisdiction will be subject to a one hundred dollar fine ($100.00) if they fall into one or more of the following areas:
1. Teams who win their league play and have qualified for the zone play-offs, but do not participate in the zone championship play-offs (with the exception of badminton – see badminton)
2. Teams registering to play in a Zone 6 league schedule and failing to fulfill their commitment of participation after the entry deadline dates set at the respective meetings.

3. Any team wishing to participate and fails to register by the deadlines set above will face the following:

A) If they register within three days past deadline

B) If they wish to register beyond three school days of the deadline their registration may be refused (exception track and field – no extensions)
4.  Any school canceling a scheduled game on the day of the scheduled game for any      reason other than weather, may result in a loss and a fine to the canceling team, based on a final decision by the Zone 6 body.

Appeal Process


Teams or schools falling into one or more of the above categories may appeal the fine through the following process:


A written letter or formal presentation made to the zone representation at a regular zone meeting.  Appealing schools must notify the president of their intentions at least three weeks prior to the zone meeting.  A decision will be made at that zone meeting and the school will be notified of the decision.  All member schools will be allowed one vote.

Fines are due within four weeks of notification of the impending fine or if the fine is appealed, the fine will be due four weeks after the decision of the board or representatives


Cheques are to be made to Zone 6 Athletics


Failure to pay the fine will mean immediate suspension of the school in all Zone 6 organized sports until the fine is paid.

Code of Conduct

1. As per enclosed MHSAA information

2. Any violation or breech of appropriate conduct is to be reported to the Zone President

3. If repeated problems arise or if the initial problem is of a very serious nature, the president will meet with the members of the protest/arbitration committee to discuss the matter and decide on disciplinary action.
